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Overview

e Survey of historic resources Is a valuable tool In the
lanning process

e Landmark designation is an important planning too

e Both are necessary parts of a local preservation
rogram




Historic Resource Surveys: What are they?

e Means by which we identify and document historic
resources and evaluate their significance

e Survey Is both a process and a product




What 1s a historic resource?

Districts, Buildings, Sites, Structures or Objects which:
Exemplify a period of history
Association with significant historical events

Assoclation with the lives of persons significant in
our past

Embodying a particular style, type or method of
construction; possess high artistic values

Yield or potential to yield information important to
history or prehistory.



Steps for completing a survey

e Research and Planning

— Investigating the historical background of the
survey area

— Gathering information on specific properties
— Persons identified with these properties

— Historic uses and events connected to them
e Develop a historic context
— Broad pattern of historical development in a

community or region that may be represented by
historic resources

— Most Influential factor in defining the structure of a
survey effort.



Steps for completing a survey (cont’d)

e |dentification of historic resource
e Evaluation using established significance criteria
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Steps for completing a survey (cont’d)
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What can you do with a survey?

e Acknowledges that these resources have value to
ourselves and future generations

e |dentification of historic resources helps determine
which of those resources should be preserved

e Facilitates environmental reviews (CEQA and other
land-use decisions)

— Complete historic context and reconnaissance surveys in
areas that may be prone to development

— Surveys sort out potentially historic versus non-historic
properties within the extensive survey area; and



What can you do with a survey? (cont'd)

e Establish a framework that planning staff can use to

determine the eligibility of properties and to
determine whether properties may require additional
study In compliance with the recommended review

procedures listed In the survey




Maintain Survey Records (cont’d)

e Maintain an accurate database of surveyed properties
and designated resources

e Recommend that survey information be updated or at
least fileld checked every 5 years.
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Maintain Survey Records (cont’d)

e Allow public to view data by incorporating survey
Information into their GIS system

e Public can search and query by property type,
address/location, architectural style, architect, an
date of construction
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Landmark designation

e Three levels of designation:

— Federal Programs: National Register of Historic Places

— State Programs: California Register of Historical Resources,
California Historical Landmark, California Point of Historical
IEIEN

— Local Landmark programs: ?7?7??

e Each local government defines their own landmark
criteria.

— Define what Is significant to the community
— Lays out the procedures for locally designating a property
— Establish a process for appeals
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Landmark designation (cont'd)

e Nomination to the:
— National Register of Historic Places
— California Register of Historical Resources
— California Historical Landmark
— California Point of Historical Interest

place any requirements on the
property owners.
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Why establish a Local Landmark program?

* Landmark designation helps stabilize property values
and may lead to an increased valuation of property In the
future. The designation of property also enhances the
jurisdiction’s attraction to visitors and is a stimulus to the
economy.

* Environmental — Preservation, protection and adaptive
reuse of historic and cultural resources are “green”
strategies.

* Cultural - Designation of a property preserves cultural
assets and strengthens the ethnic and social character
of a neighborhood.
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Questions?
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